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VWho's minding the tap?
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Need for GW: legislation

> Surface and groundwater are
Interconnected

> Groundwater capture can interfere with:
o INStream flow needs
o licensed surface use

> Geothermal well
development Is
unmonitored




Baseflow — contributes to heeded
Instream; flows, temperatures
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Figure 3-2 Diagram showing the potential effects of groundwater pumping on ecological baseflow.
(Provided by Golder Associates, 2008)




Basic Strategies for  Ee—att
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> Involve stakeholders and
regulators

> Find links between groups & objectives
> Look for the most direct route

> Assume everyone shares the same basic
values for protecting our environment




Key Step: Get the science
> Provides rationale
for policy
> Crosses Ideologies
o Wise-use, sound

science”

> Deliver In useable
form to decision-
makers

s GIVve em a sound-
bite”




Okanagan Groundwater Projects

> Water Supply & Demandl Project
o Groundwater modeling
o Instream Flow Needs

> Groundwater Assessment ofi the
Okanagan Basin (GAOB)

> Streamlined Water Use Reporting
> Hydremetric Monitering
> Groeunadwater Bylaws, lieolkit




Water Supply & Demand Project
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-~ Water Supply

@ Demand Project
Purpose:

sustainable water
management

land use planning

water allocation

evaluate demand »  Human
. consumptive
alternatives needs

-

Overview

Component Studies:
Actual water use
Irrigation Demana
Groundwater
Surface water
Climate change
Instream flow: needs
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OKANAGAN BASIN

QAE Dot Bt Instream Elow

> Basin set of modeled
minimum Instream
flows

> Can couple with
groundwater analyses

> Willlindicate areas most
at risk, and need for
Site-specific studies




GAOB — many studies, one umbrella

> Lead is MoE

> OBWB Is local
SPONSOr

> Many agencies,
universities

> Coordinates
projects & studies

> Communication
pridge




Streamlined Water Use
Reporting

> All utilities and
large water
extractions

> Surface and
Groundwater

> \Web-based
interface

> Replace current
system




Groundwater Bylaws Treolkit: What
Local Gevernment Can Do Right Now

> llool for planners
> Primer on Jurisdiction

> Groundwater science
handbook

> Model bylaws: e.q.,
OCP policies
Geothermal
Pumping rates

Groundwater Quality,
protection




Okanagan Groundwater Pilot?

> By 2012, government will regulate
groundwater use In priority areas and large
grotundwater withdrawals.”

> I'he Okanagan should be a priority area —
especially for large withdrawals

> Plan Is to use science and increased
awareness, to get support for pilot regulations
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Questions?  Contact Anna.Warwick.Sears@OBWB.CA
Website: www.obwb.ca




