
Tsecmenúl ̓ecwem-kt 
(We Repair the Land) 

 Deadman Watershed Recovery & 
Resiliency Initiative
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Overview

• Background Information

• Restoration Activities

• Hillslope Treatments

• Reforestation

• Evaluating Effectiveness

• RIPAIRE
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Background

• In 2021, The Sparks Lake 
Wildfire Burned 89,627 Ha

• 36% of this was moderate or 
high severity fire

• A total of approximately 60% 
of the watershed has been 
affected by wildfire since 
2017
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Restoration Planning

• Identify and Prioritize Risks
• Assessments
• Collaborate

• Plan Treatments
• In-stream
• Riparian
• Terrestrial 

• Monitor Effectiveness
• Form Monitoring and Mitigation 

Adaptive Management Plan (MMAM)
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Restoration Planning 
Results

Ongoing activities include:
• Wildfire salvage 
• Reforestation (2 Billion Tree Program)
• Hillslope erosion mitigation
• Benthic invertebrate study
• Sediment sourcing/tracing
• Stream metabolism
• Riparian planting
• Hydrologic regime monitoring
• In-stream works
• Beaver translocation
• Baseflow requirements
• Infrastructure upgrades
• Road deactivation
• Invasive species suppression
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Impacts of Wildfire in the 
Deadman Watershed

• Wildfire alters forest hydrology 

• Removes of forest canopy and vegetation

• Creates water repellent soils

• Advances the timing of spring freshet 
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Mulch Strip 
Application

• 400-meter stretch treated 
along Criss Creek FSR (5400 
Rd)

• Target coverage >70% and a 
minimum 3-meter width
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Trials
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Troubles…
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Reforestation
• 10.5 Million trees planted by 2031 

through 2 Billion Tree Program

• Underplanting in areas of high burn 
severity
• Using burnt trees as obstacles 
• Fertilizer bags

• 1.85 Million planted so far, 2.9 
Million sown for next spring 
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Salvage 
Harvesting
• Prescriptions follow 

Skeetchestn developed Wildfire 
Salvage Guidelines

• Combination of obstacle 
planting and traditional site prep 
methods

• Distribution patterns

• Fibre Utilization
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Continuing to Evaluate 
Effectiveness 

How can we monitor long-term effectiveness? 
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Thank You! 
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