
Collaborative Resilience in Washington State

Floodplains by Design



Information Source: WA 

SEHMP

WA River Flood Profile

Flood Risk Score: High (dark blue) 
to Low (light blue)

• In Washington, the costs of 

flooding exceed all other natural 

hazards.

• There is over an 80% chance that 

10 or more flood events will 

happen in any given year in the 

state

• The frequency of events will 

increase as the climate changes
Overwhelmed storm drains, 

flash floods, ice jam and debris 

blockages, and channel 

migration can cause or 

aggravate flooding throughout 

the state

Coastal storm 

surges

In Western Washington, 

floods typically result 

from prolonged winter 

rains.

In Eastern Washington 

and the Cascades, spring 

snowmelt and rain-on-

snow events are the 

primary causes of flooding

https://mil.wa.gov/enhanced-hazard-mitigation-plan
https://mil.wa.gov/enhanced-hazard-mitigation-plan
https://mil.wa.gov/enhanced-hazard-mitigation-plan
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Shoreline-coastal-management/Hazards/Stream-channel-migration-zones
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Shoreline-coastal-management/Hazards/Stream-channel-migration-zones


Capital grant 

program led by WA 

Dept. of Ecology.

Backbone 

team leading a network 

of local govts, tribes, 

NGOs, restoration 

practitioners.

Driver of change in 

watershed 

management.

Built upon 

trust, collaboration, 

and shared 

knowledge

An ambitious public-private partnership 
working to reduce flood risk, improve 
working lands, and restore habitat across 
WA rivers. 



Overarching Goals 
As FbD Network & Partner Supporters

Simplify 

process, amplify 

impact

More funding, 

fewer barriers

Build local and 

regional capacity 

to meet 

community 

needs

1 2 3



Reach and Impact



Regular 

feedback 

builds process 

improvement 



Discussion

Action

Agreement

Fish

Flood

Farm

Growth

Floodplain 
Networks

Cycle generates 
greater benefits for 
more interests

Cycle builds 
momentum



Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe

Old levee removed

New levee

Rivers Edge Levee Setback



Clallam County
Towne Rd. Levee Setback





Integrated Floodplain Management

Long-term collaboration to improve resiliency of floodplains for the 
protection of human communities & the health of ecosystems, 
while supporting values important to the community.



FloodplainsbyDesign.org

Sign up for Communications: 

https://mailchi.mp/b-e-f/floodplains-by-design

Allan Warren, awarren@b-e-f.org

http://floodplainsbydesign.org
https://mailchi.mp/b-e-f/floodplains-by-design
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